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Dusk to Dawn Presents: Backcountry Film Festival this Saturday
Saturday, January 19th at 7 pm, at the Hudson Bay Lodge. This is the ONLY film
festival that strictly focuses on Backcountry Skiing/boarding lifestyle, environment
and non-motorized recreation. Come drink beer and eat Nachos while watching an
incredible 90 minutes of the best grassroots film projects that the backcountry has
to offer!
www.backcountryfilmfestival.org
After the movie, SHRED KELLY Hosts an after party and will play LONG into the
night!
www.shredkelly.com
Most of all There will be a silent auction where you can bid on incredible prizes
from local sponsors (Sedaz, Le Petite Maison, Mainerz, Hy-Tech, Hawk Air, Stork’s
Nest, Hetherington and Hooper, Last Frontier Heli Skiing) and ALL PROCEEDS Go to
the Northwest Division of the Canadian Avalanche Rescue Dog Association!
Tickets $10 for the movie, $20 for the show, $25 for both. Available at Dawn
2 Dusk, Mountain Eagle Books and Hudson Bay Lodge

$68K Western Diversification Fund Grant for the Hankin-Evelyn
Project Awarded! by Ian Sharpe

The Federal Community Infrastructure Improvement Fund, which is part of the
Western Economic Diversification Initiative, has approved a $68K matching grant
for the Hankin Evelyn Project. The grant is good up to March 31, 2014, and will
help fund cabin, ski run and up-track trail maintenance, purchase and installation
of safety equipment, environmental assessment, and access road maintenance.
The grant provides a dollar for every dollar raised locally up to a total of $136K
This means that local donations of $68K to BBSS are needed to match the $68K
federal grant. At present, commitments from local donors for these matching
dollars represent about ½, and the fund raising crew is busy finding the other ½.
Anyone willing to pitch in with these efforts is most welcome, and can call Ian
Sharpe 250-847-8971, or Brian Hall 250-847-3855 to find out more.
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Share Your Info for the Public Avalanche Warning

Joe Lammers is a Public Avalanche Forecaster at the Canadian Avalanche
Centre and is requesting your knowledge… field observations from our
NorthWest-Inland area are always in need for our forecasters to create a high
quality forecast for our area to keep us all safe. Share any observations from
your backcountry adventures to forecaster@avalanche.ca

Avalanche Awareness Days

–by Ben Heemskerk

This year the Bulkley Backcountry Ski Society and Smithers Snowmobile
Association will be working together to host Avalanche Awareness Events
during the Spirit of the Mountains Festival here in Smithers, Feb 13th -17th.
Stay tuned for event details. Your buddies are counting on you!
For More Info Contact Ben Heemskerk bbssevents@gmail.com or 250-8471422.

Starr Creek Cabin – Notice of Closure
(notice from Kevin Eskilin, District Recreation Officer for Recreation Sites and Trails BC)

Please be advised that the Starr Creek Cabin will be closed effective
immediately, due to risk to public safety associated with avalanche hazard.
The cabin is located at UTM 9U 595560 6035690, near the head of Starr
Creek, approximately 45 kilometers southwest of Smithers, BC, within the
Telkwa Caribou Recovery Area.
This cabin location was reviewed by professional avalanche consultants for
Recreation Sites and Trails BC, and found to be located in the run-out zone of
a large avalanche path.
The review recommends relocating the cabin to a nearby safe site, however in
the interim, the cabin will be closed until further notice. This presents an
opportunity to improve public safety and recreation amenity, review cabin
management, and to ensure continued future value and use for
recreationalists. Please refer to attached map for your reference.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the District Recreation
staff.
Sincerely,
Kevin Eskelin
District Recreation Officer
***Please note that Recreation Sites and Trails BC have left information
packages regarding the closure at Local Outdoor Stores (Vahalla, Dawn to
Dusk, Outdoor Essentials, McBike)****
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Decision
Making for Recreational Ski Touring
``
By Sean Fraser – Hyland Backcountry Safety ACMG Ski Guide, CAA Professional
Member

Making good decisions in avalanche terrain is key to a safe day in the
mountains. We all started our backcountry skiing in some form of blissful
ignorance, and we may have had a wake up call, or read an article about an
accident, or get pressured into taking some training. If you are lucky, you
had a mentor to take you under their wing and show you the way.
Good decision making is just as important as checking the avalanche
bulletin for the day, or making sure everyone has the necessary equipment
to travel in avalanche terrain.
Decision making in regards to avalanche risk can seem complex to a novice
backcountry traveler. There are several, rules based products available to aid
amateur decision makers traveling in avalanche terrain. One of the best
products is the Avaluator. The Avalautor ( Haegeli et al, 2006) combines
readily observable obvious clues to snow stability and matches it to terrain
the user is in. The resulting matrix gives the user a means of deciding if they
should proceed into a piece of terrain, and is based on analysis of past
avalanche accidents, and the factors that contributed to them. The Avaluator
is taught on all AST 1 courses.
The Canadian Avalanche Center, has also developed a field book, Decision
Making In Avalanche Terrain (Klassen et al,2010), and is taught on the AST
2, and allows the experienced user a means to collect and analyse field data
to assist in terrain selection.
There is an excellent paper by Ian McCammon (McCammon, 2005), which
discusses human factors and heuristics in avalanche accidents, and is well
worth the read.
Once the novice has years of experience, some of which is good, some of
which will inevitably have been bad, they can start to apply judgment. Good
judgment is a mix of experience, training, knowledge and intuition that
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allow us to recall previous events and formulate a decision for the current conditions, based more on
experience than rule.
Gaining experience can only come from time well spent in the mountains, and this takes years to develop.
Take the time and invest in an avalanche course from a qualified provider. Whatever method you use, try
to apply them consistently and methodically to your ski day, and a good dose of common sense and being
alert to the big picture of conditions and terrain around you go a long way to becoming a good decision
maker while ski touring.
References:
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Hankin News By Brian Hall
Road to Hankin is plowed and in great shape. Not a lot of snow but quite enjoyable skiing. More
snow in the forecast.
We are still looking for a few more folks to participate in our beer and wine program at U-Brew.
Donate as little as $70 to Hankin and get 70 beer in return. Drop by U-Brew and ask to join the
Hankin Tribe. U-Brew is close to joining/supporting our Hankin road plowing fund.
For all the Backcountry Ladies….
Women's Day, Saturday, January 26th. Sign up ASAP at the Stork Nest Inn (waivers), $10
(proceeds to Hankin access fund) free breakfast at the Inn starts at 8:00 am, then we will all
carpool to Hankin at 9:00 am. Appies will be provided at the hut so bring all of your women
friends to come join in on an awesome day of winter in the mountains! Snowshoes are more
then welcome to attend as well. Last yearʼs womenʼs day at Hankin was a huge success with
over 40 women gathering at the top of Hankin – cheering each other on! Special thanks to Kym
and all her hard work organizing this event!
Anyone available to help Kym can reach her at 250-847-3855.
Join Kym Putnam every Monday for a Women's ski day. Meet at the Storkʼs Nest Inn at 9:30 am
and carpool out for a day of fun and laughter with a bunch of great Northern Women!

Whoop Whoop!

Hankin Women’s Day, 2012

Photos by Brian Hall
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